
No.  10 18 November 2022 

Dear Parents /  Carers, 
 

The Rags to Riches collection was such a success this week.  We thank everyone 
who contributed their old clothes to this appeal. In total we received 181.60kg of 

clothes and are looking forward to these clothes going to those who 
need them. The donations to our school fund of £72.64 will be used for 

new resources for our children.  We have booked a further collection in the 
Summer Term and will advertise the date nearer the time.  

 
Today we have been raising money for Children in Need. The Crazy Hair day has 
gone down very well with our children. We are so impressed by the effort children 

and parents have made with this, and for the donations we have received for 
charity. As you can see later in the newsletter, children have really enjoyed 

showing off their creative hairstyles!  Year 3 and 4 have also enjoyed putting on 
their cake sale and we thank the parents and children who made cakes and those 

who purchased them.  
 

This week we have been focused on Anti-Bullying Week. Miss Brown has 
ensured that all classes have taken part in anti-bullying awareness. The children 
have been focussing on the theme of 'Reach Out', developing an understanding 
of how important it is to ask for help and how they can support other's that may 

be experiencing bullying.  Years 4, 5 and 6 also took part in Anti-Bullying 
workshops provided by One Day Uno.  

 
Reception classes have also had a visit from the Warwickshire Road Safety Team 

this week and had great interactive talk about how to cross the road safely. We 
always prioritise road safety awareness at this time of year as it is important we 

remind children how to keep themselves extra safe during the darker evenings during 
the winter months. By regularly revisiting these messages we are helping all children 

understand the dangers and encouraging them to think carefully.   
 

Year 2 thoroughly enjoyed their trip to the cinema on Thursday. We were 
delighted to be able to make use of this free entry provided by the Into Film 

Festival Team. The rain meant that the walk had to have a rethink, but we got dry 
children there with a last-minute coach booking so that they didn't miss out. The 

children enjoyed watching Connie And The Cat. 
 

We are delighted with the level of attendance of parents at a series of curriculum events we 
have been holding for Phonics / Read, Write Inc. We are holding these workshops to help 

parents learn more about the programme and how reading and phonics can be supported at 
home. We will continue to offer these events, along with other focused curriculum sessions, 

throughout the year.  
 

Wishing you all a wonderful weekend. 
 

Mrs Donna Ellison, Headteacher 



Achievements this Week 

Hazel – Logan 
Logan has been trying so hard with his learning! 

He is making great progress with his phonics 
and his reading. Well done Logan, keep up the 

super learning attitude! 
Hawthorn – Ellie 

Ellie is always so kind to her friends, she tries 
hard in all her work and is always helping 

others. Ellie is also a role model at lunchtime to 
her peers. Well done Ellie! 

Pine –  Roman 
 For doing so well with his reading!  Roman has 

been reading his books carefully and clearly. 
He has even had a go at a trickier book which 
he managed really well.  Keep it up Roman! 

Cedar – Moises 
Moises has been working really hard in all his 

lessons and we have seen such an 
improvement in all his learning areas. He is 
always wanting to improve and do his best. 

Well done Moises! Keep it up 
Maple – Tyler 

For consistently trying really hard! He has 
shown great effort and improvement in maths 
and English this week! He told Miss Hawkins 
and beautiful sentence using a subordinating 

clause, well done Tyler, keep it up! 

Sycamore – Jean-Lilly 
Jean-Lilly has been trying so hard in maths this 

week! She has listened really well and is 
working hard to improve her knowledge of 

number bonds. Keep it up Jean-Lilly! 

Juniper – Toby 
Well done Toby for working super hard in 
English these last couple of weeks. You 

have worked hard to produce high quality 
work with excellent presentation, you even 

got your pen licence. Keep up the good 
work. 

Chestnut – Lola-Mae 
You are making amazing links between 

learning, grasping writing skills and trying 
hard with handwriting and phonics.  Well 

done. 
Ash – Keeva-Rae 

Keeva-Rae is maturing into Year 5. Her work 
this week has been consistently neat with 

model answers in Maths, English and 
Guided Reading. Not only this, but she is 

constantly checking her work is up to 
standard (which it is). Keeva, you are 

beginning to realise your potential - I am 
very impressed. 

Oak – Ash 
For consistently showing a positive work 
ethic towards homework and taking extra 

work home to keep himself at the peak of his 
learning. He has also shown kindness 
towards classmates, offering them help 

when things have gone wrong. It is lovely to 
have him in the class. 

Rowan – Gurvi 
Every week Gurvi challenges herself in all 
areas of the curriculum and the work she 

produces is of an outstanding standard. Well 
done Gurvi! Keep up the hard work. 



Word count winners of the week are ..... 
 

OAK 
What a fantastic total! OAK 

and ROWAN have also 
achieved their THIRD 

million words - 
BRILLIANT!  Certificates are on their 

way.  
 
 

Keep up all the amazing reading.  

Class TOTAL 
Words 
Read  

Pine 225,826  43,407  

Cedar 89,803  13,594  

Maple 452,402  32,164  

Sycamore 300,862  15,167  

Juniper 688,552  92,151  

Chestnut 333,335 73,165  

Ash 3,372,963   304,246 

Oak 3,259,538  610,855  

Rowan 3,262,914  300,675  

TOTAL 8,613,232  1,485,424  

Samaritans Charity Shoebox Appeal 
 

Here are all the boxes that 
were taken to the 

Samaritans Operation 
Christmas.  

 
Miss McDermott took them 
to Rugby to drop them off.  

 
Thank you to all parents and children who got 

involved. The winning class will receive a 
reward when Miss McDermott has heard how 

many they donated.   
 

We collected 35 
boxes and through 
your donations you 
will have brought a 
smile to the face of 
a vulnerable child 
at Christmas.    





 

 
 

The reception children really enjoyed their 
road safety session this week! We met 

Warwick Bear who taught us the 5 things we 
need to remember before crossing the road - 

stop, listen, look, hold hands & walk.  
 

We listened to a story about Warwick Bear & 
every child got to take home their own copy 
as well as a lovely big sticker!  We finished 
the session by singing a song reminding us 
of the 5 things we need to remember when 

crossing the road.  
 

The lady who ran the session also 
commented on how wonderful our reception 

children were!  Thank you Miss Brown for 

 
 

 

 
A big well done 
to Tyler, Tyler 

and McKenzie in 
year 6 who 

raised a 
phenomenal £54 
for the WWF with 

their smoothie 
bar this week! 
They worked 

incredibly hard 
and did the most 

amazing job. 
Well done boys 
and then you to 
whoever bought 



Timber Trail 
 

Please remember that children 
are not allowed on the timber 
trail at home collection times. 

 

 
 

 
Thank you to everyone who were able to attend this week for the Year 2 SATS 

meeting. 
 

If you were unable to attend this meeting, please do not worry. We will hold another 
meeting after school one day after Christmas for you to hear more about the 

assessments that will be held in May 2023.   
 

In the meantime, the information that will be shared during the meeting can be found 
on the school website on the Class Pages for Pine and Cedar Class.  Please take 

some time to have a look. 
 

https://www.whitnashprimaryschool.com/copy-of-pine-cedar-20-21 
 

Thank you for your continued support.  
Miss Chaudrey, Mrs Norris and Mrs Roger 

As the weather is currently extremely 
wet and cold, the ‘Cool Kids’ would like 
to remind you to please make sure your 

children have their coats in school.   
 

Please also make sure that they are 
clearly marked with their name. 

Wednesday 14th December 2022 
 

A letter has gone out to all parents/carers 
about this year’s Christmas lunch. 

 
If you would like your child to receive a 

Christmas lunch, please let the office know.  
Please also state if they require the 

vegetarian option.   
 

Closing date for this is Thursday 8th 
December.  After this date your child will 
not be able to have a Christmas lunch and 

will need to bring sandwiches in. 
 

MENU 
 

Roast Turkey Breast Fillet 
Sausages and Bacon Roll served with Mini 

Yorkshire Pudding and Gravy 
 

or 
 

(v) Roast Quorn Fillet served with (v) Mini 
Yorkshire Pudding and Gravy 

 
Served with Crispy Roast Potatoes Garden 

Peas and Baby Carrots 
 

(v) Ice Cream or 
(v) Christmas Cracknel Bauble 

https://www.whitnashprimaryschool.com/copy-of-pine-cedar-20-21


         Hi Everyone, 
 

I am obviously having a positive influence on the 
children at Whitnash Primary School and they all want 
to be just like me. I know this as quite a few have come 
to school today with blue hair - just like me! It's tough 
being a trend setter but I think I can just about cope 
with the fame.  There's been lots of other colours as 

well, but kudos to those with blue hair.  
 

Otherwise, it's been a fairly normal week. Lots of fun and laughter everywhere I go 
and, of course, everyone remembering to do their 'Blue Breathing' when I come 

into the classroom. When everyone is calm, I am calm. In saying that, I have been 
in a spot of trouble today. When Mr Hitchins left the room, I jumped up onto the 
desk and started drinking the delicious caramel latte that he had just bought. I 

would have got away with it as well if it wasn't for that meddling Mrs Miller, who 
spotted me and told me to get down. Mr Hitchins was not best pleased! 

 
Have a great weekend! I'm going to be in the dog house for most of it.  

 

Blue  

We are hoping to start a Gardening and Nature Club at Whitnash. We 
would like to develop our very own School Garden based on the winning 
competition designs from last year’s STEM month. We would love some 

help and support with this. 
   

Do you have?  
 Any spare gardening equipment, e.g. spades, trowels, wheelbarrows, 

compost bins, seed trays, propagators etc  
 Any left-over seeds or bulbs e.g vegetables, fruits, herbs or flowers  
 Any time to share your expertise?  

 
We would love adults who have an interest in gardening who would be willing to spend 

some time with us developing the garden.  
 

Please bring any donations you are able to make to the office at the END of school over 
the next 2 weeks.  If you are able to offer us some time please 

email:  admin2324@welearn365.com 
 and we will get in touch to discuss how you can help.   

 
Thank you for your continued support. 

Mrs Henshaw and Mrs Roger 

mailto:admin2324@welearn365.com


Reception 2023 
 

 1st November 2022 

 Application opens 

 1st January 2023 

 Closing date for applications 

 1st February 2023 

 Extended closing date for house 
movers 

 17th April 2023 

 NATIONAL OFFER DAY 

 2nd May 2023 

 Deadline for accepting the offer 

 TBC May 2023 

 Deadline for submitting appeals 

 June/July 2023 

 Appeal hearings 

 1st September 2023 

 School term starts 

Secondary 2023 
 

 1st September 2022 

 Application opens 

 31st October 2022 

 Closing date for applications 

 31st December 2022 

 Extended closing date for house 
movers 

 1st March 2023 

 NATIONAL OFFER DAY 

 15th March 2023 

 Deadline for accepting the offer 

 28th March 2023 

 Deadline for submitting appeals 

 May/June 2023 

 Appeal hearings 

 1st September 2023 

 School term starts 

Click this link for more information 
 

https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/admissions 

Maths challenges for you to try at home. 
Answers will be in next week’s newsletter. 

 
 

Hadley has these pieces of fruit: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

She uses half the apples, two quarters of 
the strawberries and a third of the bananas 
to make a smoothie. How many of each fruit 

does she use? 
 

Answers from last week 
 

There were 4 ways 
1 group of 10, 2 groups of 5, 5 
groups of 2 and 10 groups of 1. 

 
 

Here are the results of the text 
and phone votes for the latest 
round of a TV dance contest: 

 
Michael text = 958,273  phone = 1,107,457 
Laura text = 964,529 phone = 979,768 
Elliot  text = 974,702 phone = 988,021 
Rachel text = 978,504 phone = 1,045,371 
Jamie text = 899,878 phone = 998,796 

 
Which 3 contestants received the greatest 

number of votes in total? 
 

Who got the least votes? 
 

KS2 
Answers from last week 

 
The outside 

 

https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/admissions


Class Allocated PE day 

Holly / Ivy Thursday 

Hazel  / 
Hawthorn 

Tuesday & Friday 

Pine / Cedar Monday & Tuesday 

Maple / 
Sycamore 

Monday 

Juniper / 
Chestnut 

Juniper - Tuesday 
(Swimming) & 
Wednesday 
Chestnut - Tuesday 

Ash Tuesday & Wednesday 

Oak / Rowan Oak - Monday & 
Thursday 
Rowan - Tuesday & 
Thursday 

Please ensure that children wear the correct PE 
kit, suitable for both indoor and outdoor lessons 

and playtimes.  
 

White T-shirt with navy/black shorts. Navy/black 
tracksuit or joggers and sweatshirt/hoodie.  

Please ensure that all PE kit is plain or has the 
school badge on it. Brand logos are permitted 
but must be small. Other colours and football 

shirts may not to be worn. 

 
 
 
 

 
This is what is the classes will be cooking for 

This term.  I hope you have all being 
enjoying your children’s cooking so far! 

21/11/2022  Veggie Toad  Oak  

28/11/2022  Mince Pies  Ash  

REMINDER 
 

If your child will not be attending school, please 
can you call the office first thing in the morning. 

 
You don’t need to speak to anyone, you can 

leave a message. 
 

Choose option 1 when prompted. 
Please state the child’s name, class and reason 

for absence. 
 

Thank you for your co-operation. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Space Junk Competition 
1 week count down! 

 
All children have recently received a letter 

about the Space Junk Competition. To take 
part you need to invent a device that can 

collect some of the 'space junk' that is 
becoming a problem for us and future 

generations.  
 

Children are invited bring in their models or 
send in a photo or video to 

scienceWPR@welearn365.com by Friday 
25th November 2022 

 
All children who take part will receive a 

certificate and they could win a prize!  Have 
fun inventing, you Super Scientists!  

 
To find out more about Space Junk click 

following this link:  
 

What is space junk? - CBBC Newsround  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/33795896 

 
For more information 

 please scan this QR code.  

mailto:scienceWPR@welearn365.com
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/33795896


BUY TICKET HERE 
Click this link 

It is illegal for anyone under 16 years of age to purchase or sell raffle 
tickets. Anyone under 16 years of age who buys a ticket for The Big 
PTA Cash Draw will immediately forfeit the right to any prize. Closing 
date 14th December 2022. A raffle is a form of gambling. If you think 
you may have a problem with gambling, contact the National Gambling 
Helpline confidentially on 0808 8020 133. Alternatively, visit the 
Gamble Aware website at www.begambleaware.org or the GamCare 
website at www.gamcare.org.uk  

 
Educaterers are a leading education catering 

specialist, working in partnership with our school. 
They follow the Government’s School Food 

Standards and also hold the Silver Food for Life 
accreditation; their teams of expert catering staff 

ensure that all students have a healthy choice of food 
at lunchtime, with options to meet the needs of all age groups and those with notified 

special dietary requirements.  
 

If you currently provide food from home for your child, this is the ideal time to consider a 
school meal as an alternative, as we know that the menus are popular with students and 

offer good value for money, with a hot meal and dessert for £2.35.   
 

We also encourage parents and carers, to apply for free school meals, where applicable, 
as this can save parents money and encourage students to try different foods.  

 
To check on your child’s eligibility for free school meals and/or apply please go to 

 
 https://www.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals  

We currently have vacancies for two cleaners. 
10 Hours per week  

 
Closing Date: 24 November 2022 
Shortlisting: 25 November 2022 
Interviews: 28 November 2022 

 
For more information and an application form, please go to our 

website: 
 

https://www.whitnashprimaryschool.com/job-vacancies 

https://www.bigptaraffle.co.uk/support/whitnash-primary-school-cv31?utm_campaign=Big+PTA+Cash+Draw&utm_source=ptaraffle&utm_medium=Leaflet&utm_content=Hyperlink
https://www.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals
https://www.whitnashprimaryschool.com/job-vacancies


PARENT PAY 
 

Thank you to everyone who has activated their 
Parent Pay account.  Even though we have 

minor problems now and then, this continues to 
be an invaluable system which makes us able to 

process payment in a totally secure way.   
 

Parent Pay is not only a system for 
paying in money, it is also our main 

source for communication with parents 
and carers and we would not want you to 

miss important information 
 

If you have not already done so can you please 
activate your Parent Pay account.  You won’t 
need to register a payment card and no bank 
details are requested.  This is only asked for 

when you make a payment.  However, you can 
pay cash at any store showing the PayPoint 

Logo. 
 

For your nearest PayPoint store go to: 
https://consumer.paypoint.com/   

 
If you need another activation letter, please ask 

at the main school office. 
 

Don't let your child miss out on school 
milk after their 5th birthday 

  
When your child turns 5, your 

child’s supply of free milk 
finishes.  However, if you would 

like to pay for your child to 
receive milk we have made 

arrangements with Cool Milk to supply milk at 
a subsidised cost of just 22p per day. 

 
What you need to do: 

  
Visit www.coolmilk.com as soon as possible 
and select "Register your child for milk here", 

then follow the on-screen instructions to 
register and pay. 

  
If your child is registered for Free School 

Meals (i.e. NOT the Universal Free School 
Meals) the school can continue to supply your 

child with free milk.  Please let the office  
know if you wish this to continue. 

  
Should you have any queries regarding your 
child's registration or milk supply in general, 
please do not hesitate to contact Cool Milk 

directly at customerservices@coolmilk.com. 

 Try one, or all, of the below activities 
throughout the week: 
 
 Be active! Use the time away from your 

device to be outside or spend time with 
your friends/ family  

 Be creative! Think of activities, games 
and things you could be doing away from 
your phone or tablet  

 Your devices can let you see how much 
time you are spending on each app, see if 
you can reduce some time spent 
mindlessly scrolling! 

 Encourage your family to get involved in 
having some “device free” time at home, 
maybe you could cook dinner together or 
have a games night  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A digital detox is a period of time spent away 
from your digital devices such as: phones, 
tablets and social media. A recent statistics 
has found that teenagers spend around 7 

hours a day on their phones! Although 
technology is brilliant, using too much 
technology can negatively impact our 

wellbeing. Effects of too much usage of our 
digital devices can be disrupted sleep, feeling 

stressed and making us more antisocial.  

#ThanksKids recognises the super efforts and kindness of young people and thanks them 
via personalised #NHSStars certificates and pin badges. Please spread this message 

amongst your school community, all you need to do is let us know by nominating the young 
person using this email address: cwp-tr.thankskids@nhs.net and we’ll do the rest!!  

https://consumer.paypoint.com/
http://www.coolmilk.com/
mailto:customerservices@coolmilk.com


INSET DAYS 
 
Monday 5th September 2022 
Monday 31st October 2022 
Tuesday 3rd January 2023 
Monday 24th July 2023 
Tuesday 25th July 2023 

Holidays 22/23 

05.09.22 Start of Term 

24.10.22 - 28.10.22 Half Term 

19.12.22 - 02.01.23 Christmas Holiday 

20.02.23 - 24.02.23 Half Term 

03.04.23 - 14.04.23 Easter Holiday 

01.05.23 May Day 

29.05.23 - 02.06.23 Half Term 

25.07.23 Summer Holidays 

Breakfast Club & Tree Tops 
 

Please remember that payment needs to 
be made in advance for each half term. 

 
If you need a bar code printed to enable 
you to pay cash at any Pay Point, please 

ask the school office. 

Apply for free school meals (FSM) 
 

Meals are available free of charge to: 
 

 all infant pupils (Reception, Year 1 and Year 2) – known as universal FSM 
 pupils who meet the free school meals eligibility criteria – known as benefits-related FSM 

 
You can apply for benefits-related FSM at any time online 

 warwickshire.gov.uk/education-learning/apply-free-school-meals 
 

Eligibility 
Families who receive the following are eligible for free school meals: 

 income support 
 income-based Jobseeker's Allowance (JSA) 
 income-related employment and support allowance (ESA) 
 guarantee element of state pension credit 
 Universal Credit (with an annual income of less than £7,400) 
 Both income-based and contribution-based JSA/ESA if you receive the same amount for both. 

You should also qualify if you receive both, but the income-based amount is greater, but not if 
the contribution-based amount is greater. 

 Families who are awarded Child Tax Credit and have an annual income assessed by HMRC to 
be no more than £16,190, providing there is no entitlement to Working Tax Credit (unless in 
respect of a 4-week ‘run-on’). 

 
Reasons to apply 

Even if your child is currently receiving free school meals because they are in Reception, Year 1 or Year 
2, you should still apply for benefits-related FSM if you think you may be eligible. 

 
Doing so means that your child’s school will be given extra funding for six years, which can help to fund 

valuable teaching and learning support for your school. 
Applying for benefits-related FSM also means you will be eligible to receive funding for the holiday 

periods from the Warwickshire Local Welfare Scheme. 

UNIFORM 
 

Please can you make sure that ALL 
uniform is labelled with your child’s name.  
We are getting an increasing amount of 

lost property. 
 

Also it would be really helpful when you 
collect your child from school you check 
that they have their coats, jumpers, hats, 

gloves, water bottles etc., with 
them.  

 
Many thanks. 

https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/education-learning/apply-free-school-meals


What’s on … 

November 2022   

25 Friday DAY Space Junk Closing Date 

29 Tuesday Lunch Football Crazy Lunch 

December 2022    

5 Monday 2pm Reception Nativity Dress Rehearsal to school 

6 Tuesday 2pm Reception Nativity Performance to Parents 

7 Wednesday 2.30pm Years 3 & 4 Concert in Hall to Parents - ticketed 

8 Thursday 6pm Years 3 & 4 Concert in Hall to Parents - ticketed 

9 Friday DAY Christmas Fayre in School 

12 Monday Tbc Years 5 & 6 Carol Service rehearsal to school 

13 Tuesday 6pm Years 5 & 6 Carol Service at St Margaret’s Church 

14 Wednesday Lunch Christmas Dinner 

16 Friday 3.15pm Break up for Christmas 

Please note that these dates are subject to 

Cheese & 
Tomato Pizza  

 
(v) Veggie Korma 

 
(v) Jacket Potato  

 
(v) Homemade 

Chocolate 
Cracknel 

Pork Sausage  
 

(v) Veggie 
Chinese Style 

Meatballs  
 

(v) Jacket Potato  
 

(v) Chocolate or 
Strawberry 

Mousse 
(v) Homemade 
Fruity Flapjack 

Roast Beef 
 
 

(v) Quorn Roast 
 
 

(v) Jacket Potato  
 

(v) Homemade 
Iced Sponge with 

Sprinkles and 
Custard 

Chicken Fajita 
Wrap 

 
(v) Mac ‘n’ 

Cheese 
 

(v) Jacket Potato  
 

Jelly with Fruit 
(v) Homemade 

Carrot and 
Orange Cookie 

 

Breaded Fish 
Fingers 

 
(v) Breaded 

Veggie Fingers 
 

(v) Jacket Potato  
 

(v) Cheddar 
Cheese, 

Crackers & Apple 
Slices 

(v) Ice Cream 

Meat Free 
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

 Any vegetarian dishes are display with a (v) 



Educaterers are currently recruiting in the area for: 
 

Head of Kitchens 
22.5—25 hours per week £10.19 per hour 

 
Catering Assistants 

Various hours £9.60 per hour 
 

Mobile Head of Kitchen 
£10.39 plus mileage allowance 

 
Mobile Catering Assistant 

£9.79 plus mileage allowance. 
 

All posts will need a completed application form which can be obtained by ringing the 
recruitment hotline on 01926 743439 or emailing hr@educaterers.co.uk 

 
The posts will be advertised on the website at 

www.educaterers.co.uk 

http://www.educaterers.co.uk








FOODBANK 
 

St Joseph’s Church Hall 
Whitnash 

 
Wednesdays 

 3.30pm - 4.30pm 
 

No proof of entitlements needed. 
01926 492169 


